Chapter 10

Political Developments, the Amritsar

Congress, and My Return to the

Communist Party

My relationship with the Forum of Arts and Letters and my
association with the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society kept me in the
ranks of the communists. I myself did not know whether I was
a member of the party or not. Comrades in the district party
committee believed that I had a direct relationship with the provin-
cial committee. All persons regarded me as a literary person connec-
ted with the Communist Party.1
Whether I was involved in politics or not, I had ever remained
a friend of the Soviet Union. I have a-deep attachment to Soviet
society.1
The outlook of Soviet society on arts and letters is of an elevating
character. Soviet culture does not rest on commercialism, gambling,
and gimmickry to entice the minds of people. Murder, robbery and
rape are not the staple of Soviet literature and art. One need only
look at their literary creations and newspapers to realize the extent
to which they have kept such things away from society.
I found that in our society the literary tastes and equipment,
even of those who claimed to be truly committed to socialism,
revolution, and the establishment of a communist society, were of
an entirely different order. Right from political leaders down to the
ordinary men whose hobby was a daily visit to the movies or enthu-
siastic membership in some "fan club" of a movie star, I saw the
same trend.
During this time India and China maintained very intimate
and friendly relations. There were many who levelled the pointless